
4/16/24

1

Media Coverage of the 2023 Israeli 
War on Palestine

The Great Narrative Shift

jad melki
Lebanese American University

1

The Great Narrative Shift

Israeli narrative: “Zionism was a national liberation movement 
with a strong socialist past and more recent liberal tendencies that 
entered its ancient homeland, derelict and empty since the exile of 
the Jews in Roman time, waiting to be resettled.” 

Palestinian narrative: “Zionism was a colonialist movement that 
penetrated the Palestinian homeland by force, with the wish to 
colonize the country and with possible expansionist ambitions to 
penetrate the heart of the Arab world” 

Ilan Pappé (2008) 
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Media Coverage of Middle East Wars

2006 Israeli war on Lebanon
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100 years of bitter history: 
Western (British/French) 
colonial legacies

1900-1956
Dividing Greater Syria 
Reneging on promises of independence 
Forcing the Zionist project on Palestine
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100 years of bitter history: 
Legacy of U.S. hegemony and 
ethnic cleansing of Palestine

1967-2000
Cold War 
War on Terrorism
Shift from unipolar power
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Media/Military Changes in Past Two Decades

Major changes in political and military context and methods: 
• Destruction of states and regular armies
• Mastering guerilla warfare 
• Unified Arenas

Major (military/media) gains in experience by the resistance groups
• U.S. war on Iraq (2003-)
• Israeli war on Lebanon (2006)
• Saudi war on Yemen (2014-)
• Syria war and ISIL (2011-current)
• Israeli attacks on Gaza (2008, 2012, 2014, 2021)
• Russian invasion of Ukraine (2022-)
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Drastic changes in media ecosystem
Media uses during crises 

Year Legacy media (TV) Social/Mobile media

2013 88% 38%

2015 88% 60%

2019 88% 65%

2020 86% 74%
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Oct 7, 2023, Operation Al-Aqsa Flood

Palestinian resistance had the initiative 
Media/Military plan put in advance 

Cameras as prevalent as guns
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Oct 7, 2023, Operation Al-Aqsa Flood

Israelis caught off guard
Clumsy military and media response

Multiple failed news frames, clumsy lies
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Oct 7, 2023, Operation Al-Aqsa Flood

Palestinian+ audiences saw triumph, power, revival, hope
Israeli+ audiences saw defeat, weakness, failure, shock 

World’s attention fixated on Palestine
Propaganda and misinformation ran unabated
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Legacy Media Coverage

Legacy media followed predictable trends
Western media mostly pro-Israel

Arab media split between pro-resistance and pro-Israel

Hamas
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Social media followed unpredictable trends
#Pro-Palestine 8X more prevalent than #Pro-Israeli

Although Israeli groups spent 100X more on advertising
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite Israelis targeting journalists: 100+ killed
Despite rampant shadow banning, blocking, filtering
Journalists and bloggers became household names
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite Israelis targeting journalists: 100+ killed
Journalists featured in stories, protests, interviews

Became heroes and martyrs
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite Israelis targeting doctors and medics: 800+ killed
Many refused to leave, also became news sources,

heroes and martyrs
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite savage Israeli bombardment of civilians: 34,000+ killed
Resistance media/military operations remained functional

Regular announcements uninterrupted

16



4/16/24

9

Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite savage Israeli bombardment of civilians: 34,000+ killed
Resistance media/military operations remained functional

Press releases continued
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite savage Israeli bombardment of civilians: 34,000+ killed
Resistance media/military operations remained functional

Rockets and guerilla attacks ran unabated
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite savage Israeli bombardment of civilians: 34,000+ killed
Resistance fighters and leaders became iconic
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite arrests, violence and doxing, especially in the West
Global protests kept issue alive
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite arrests, violence and doxing, especially in the West
Students put universities in crisis mode
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite arrests, violence and doxing, especially in the West
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22



4/16/24

12

Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite false accusation of “Antisemitism” 
Activists, academics, celebrities joined the media battle
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Artists joined the battle with resistance art
Memes, songs, paintings, poetry… filled the spectrum
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Artists joined the battle with resistance art
Memes, songs, paintings, poetry… filled the spectrum

If I must die,
you must live
to tell my story
to sell my things
to buy a piece of cloth
and some strings,
(make it white with a long tail)
so that a child, somewhere in Gaza
while looking heaven in the eye
awaiting his dad who left in a blaze—
and bid no one farewell
not even to his flesh
not even to himself—
sees the kite, my kite you made, 
flying up above
and thinks for a moment an angel 
is there
bringing back love
If I must die
let it bring hope
let it be a tale

تومأنأ دب لا ناك اذإ
تنأشیعت نأ دب لاف
يتیاكح يورتل
يئایشأ عیبتل
شامقةعطق يرتشتو
اطویخو
)لیوطلیذبو ءاضیب نكتلف(
ةزغّنم ام ناكم يف لفط رصبی يك
ءامسلايف قدحی وھو
ةأجفلحر يذلا هابأً ارًظتنم
ًاًدحأعدوی نأ نود
ھمحلىتح لاو
ھتاذ وأ
ةیّقرولاةرئاطلا رصبی

تنأاھتعَنص يتلا ةیقرولا يترئاط
يلاعلأايف قلحّت
ًاكًلامكانھ نأ ةظحلل نظیو
بحلا دیعی
تومأنأ دب لا ناك اذإ
لملأابيتوم تأیلف
ةیاكح حبصیلف
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Artists joined the battle with resistance art
Memes, songs, paintings, poetry… filled the spectrum
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite powerful Israeli lobbies in the West
Alternative media operations reach millions
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

WhatsApp groups dominated news sources
Small news operations meet small guerilla units
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Western media networks discredited 
US and UK media bias exposed 
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Western media networks discredited 
US and UK media bias exposed 
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Western media networks discredited 
Aggressive treatment of pro-Palestine guests backfired 
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Western media networks discredited 
Rainbow washing highlighted… imperialist feminism exposed 
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Western media regurgitating Israeli lies 
40 beheaded babies, systematic rape, fetus killed with mother… 
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War Turns into Genocide

Genocidal Israeli apartheid settler colonialism exposed
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War Turns into Genocide

World witnessed Israeli brutality and racism 
firsthand on mobiles
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War Turns into Genocide

World witnessed Israeli brutality and racism 
firsthand on mobiles
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War Turns into Genocide

World learned about the Palestinian plight firsthand on mobiles
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War Turns into Genocide

Israeli exploitation of Holocaust and false Antisemitism claims  
laid bare
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War Turns into Genocide

Zionist project lost world sympathy
Including among many Jewish communities

David Shirley
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War Turns into Genocide

Palestinians as indigenous people reconfirmed
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War Turns into Genocide

Israeli claims of victimhood & Palestinian image as terrorist
shattered 
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War Turns into Genocide

Global support for Palestine liberation
from the river to the sea
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Alternative News 

Al Jazeera English
Al Mayadeen English

The Intercept
Double Down News

Mondoweiss
ScheerPost

The Electronic Intifada
Breaking Points 

OCT 7 FactCheck
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Books
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Documentaries
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Teaching Resources

Media and Palestine, Gretchen King, Lebanese American University 
www.media-palestine.online

Palestine 101: Decolonize Palestine. 
decolonizepalestine.com 
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http://www.media-palestine.online/
https://decolonizepalestine.com/

